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Capt. tiichit ilatanabhnu, persopal aide to Pheo Sriyanon, was instrumental
in forcing the retirement of kiaj. Gen. Luang Phisit witayakarn, former

head of the Central Investigatilon Division.

Capt. #Wichit claimed 60 per-

cent of the 2,000,000 baht reward offered in the Gold Robbery CGase®, on
the grouncs that he was present with Thal Army Cept. Kamol*# when partial

recovery of the golu was made.
finance stucy abroad.

Capt. Sirichai®#t, alao hau logitimate claims.

allegedly, .ichit vwanted the money to
However, Phisit thought that others, including one

sichit, Cisregarding the counsel of Lt. Gen, Luang Chatraksn Kosol, who
advisod a solution satisfactory to the interests of the state, finslly took

his case to Phso.

Phao personally issued Phisit's retirement order through

Banyat Thephassadin, Acting liinister of Interior, with the signed epproval
of Lt. Gen. Promyothi, Minister of Interior.

in additional factor in the retircment of Phisit was thet Phzo and Lt. Col.
Lamai Btyanon, heawu of the Criminal Investigation bivision, thought it timely
to promote Pichit Thuraxarn as a reward for being held accountable for the
deanth of the four Cabinet iLinisters on the Dangkhen Death Ride. #%

The retirement order came as & distinct surprise to the Police Departaent.
It also added to existing uneasiness, since it became clear that Phao has

the power to remove any meiber of the Police.

Testinony as given at the

questioning and later at the Criminal Court legally Justified Phisitis

retirement.

Following the ousting of Phisit, Luang Chatrakan submitted his resignation,
It is felt that the Thai Police Depart-—

but Phibul refused to accept it.

ment would be weakened should Chatrakan reslzn.
Coup cligque is thought capable of filling the job.

a good policeman, lacks the diplometic skill to be successful.

Cogxaent..

No member of the Y947
Luang Pichit, who is

For further detailas on the Gold Robbery Case, in ilay

he activities of Phisit in connection with this case, Seo

%Cmmeg}_. Kamol wus one of tho Aray officers who participated in the
O,

riginal theft,
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LA %Cment. There 1s no further identification of Capt. Sirichai.

R

_ contain informetion regarding
e actl chit ana the murder of the Cabinet ministers,
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